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Herbicide Trial  
 
 
Sample: Black Earth Raised Bed Mix collected on Nov 1st 2020 from Manchester, MA 
 
Method: Clover germination performed in triplicate against a control. 
 
Results: 
 
Seedling Germination…….. Excellent 
Seedling Vigor…….. Excellent 
  
Auxinic Effects…….. None Observed 
  
Black Earth and Peat: 

 
 
 
Fox Farm and Peat: 

 

BEC Spring Garden Bed Mix Observations 

 

The results in plant vigor from this treatment is promising on multiple levels. The first piece of data that 
was observed for this treatment was germination. The germination rate across this treatment was very 
good, except for one pot. In addition to a particularly good germination rate, this treatment was the first 
to germinate in the entire trial, leading by 1-2 days before the other treatments. The growth of the basil 
is comparable to the growth in the control treatments, with some minor yellowing and burning of the 
leaves. The growth of the clover is very good, showing minimal to no residual herbicide damage and 
very good germination rate. Overall, the early germination, high germination rate, and very good plant 
vigor throughout this treatment is promising for a great BEC Garden Bed Mix product for next year.  
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Observations for the Groton Compost Treatment 

This treatment was intended to see how compost from the BEC Groton site performed, in terms of plant 
growth and vigor, as well as residual herbicide damage.  

Plant Growth and Vigor: The Groton compost treatment resulted in good plant vigor, especially from the 
basil. The germination rate from this treatment was also good. The growth of the basil in this treatment 
was comparable to the growth from both control groups. However, it was observed that the basil in the 
Groton treatment had yellowing and some leaf burn, which can be attributed to a number of factors 
including lights being too close to the plants, herbicide damage, salt levels too high, etc.  

Herbicide Damage: The clover in this treatment overall did not grow well. Compared to the control 
groups, the clover in the Groton treatment is small and stunted. This is likely attributed to moderate 
residual herbicide damage from the compost. The germination rate of the clover in the treatment was 
mediocre.  

 

 

 


